
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

THE HOLLIES 
 

Learn to Flourish 

As a primary provision for children who have autism and additional learning 

needs, our curriculum is designed to empower our Hollies learners with the 

knowledge, skills, and experiences to enable them to make smooth and 

successful transitions to secondary school provision. 

     Our thematic curriculum offers the breadth and balance of the New 

Draft Curriculum for Wales, with engaging themes that provide a framework 

from within which teachers can plan exciting, interactive learning 

opportunities. 

     The format and design of our curriculum is pupil-centred, ‘starting with 

the child’, so that our pupils can engage with learning themes at any level and 

be encouraged to learn and grow at a pace and rate that is suitable for the 

individual learner. 

          There is a four-year rolling programme of topics designed with all 

learners in mind, regardless of verbal ability, cognitive ability, socio-

economic or ethnic background. 

     Our assessment procedures have been designed alongside our curriculum 

to ensure a consistent and cohesive approach to pupil-centred teaching and 

learning practices. 

     Our curriculum reflects priorities for learning identified by staff, pupils, 

families, governors, and other stakeholders. 

      

“All learners have a right to an education which tries to 

develop their personality and abilities as much as possible 
and encourages respect of other people’s rights and 

values as well as respect for the environment”, The United 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, Articles 27 & 28. 

Learn to Flourish 

Explore and Discover           

Play and Interact           

Engage and Learn 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 1 Back to the Future Raining rainbows We are the champions 

a long time 

ago 

yesterday tomorrow colour clash whatever 

the weather 

glowing 

glitter 

Superheroes local heroes adventure 

heroes 

Year 2 Make it Bake it Taste it Creature Features Summer Celebrations 

source it what’s on 

the menu? 

global 

gourmet 

crawly 

creatures 

feathers, 

fleece and 

fur 

where the 

wild things 

are 

going on a 

summer 

holiday 

feasts and 

festivals 

summer 

safety 

Year 3 Knowing Me Knowing You Techtastic Water Worlds 

me, myself 

and I 

family 

album 

pen pals ticket to… let me 

entertain 

you 

how does it 

work? 

splish, 

splash, 

splosh 

go with the 

flow 

water 

warriors 

Year 4 Curious Creations Out of this world `Dirty Fingers, Muddy Toes 

gadgets and 

gizmos 

express 

yourself 

I spy when I close 

my eyes 

54321 Blast 

Off! 

blue planet whizz, pop, 

bang! 

materials 

and messy 

mixtures 

arty party 

Termly Topics 

ACTIVITIES TO SUPPORT OUR TERMLY TOPICS ARE 

DESIGNED BY OUR STAFF AND BY OUR LEARNERS 

ambitious capable learners                                                                                                                 ethical informed citizens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

enterprising creative contributors                                                                                           healthy confident individuals 

 

 

Back to the 

Future 

 
This theme relates to the exploration of time across all 

AoLE’s which could include events and experiences of the 
past and present, as well as predictions for the future.  Skills 

facilitated are likely to be:  Information gathering, recall, 
commenting, questioning, prediction, and organisational 

skills; as well as the ability to compare and contrast.    

 

                    Tomorrow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  A Long Time Ago 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today and 

Yesterday 

 

 

                                                Back to the Future  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Designated areas of the classroom are likely to include: 

• Individual work stations 

• Paired and group work areas 

• Whole group social areas 

• Areas for 1:1 focus tasks/adult initiated tasks 

• Continuous and enhanced provision areas (inside and outside) i.e. child-

initiated learning 

• Sensory areas for sensory stimulation and sensory integration activities 

• Low arousal spaces to allow times for withdrawal 

• Attention Autism 

• Gross Motor areas (inside and outside) 

Sensory rooms, Forest School, ball pool, outside play equipment and trampoline, 

are all part of Hollies curriculum provision. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Classroom and School Environment 

THE DESIGN OF THE CLASSROOM IS CRUCIAL TO 

MEETING THE INDIVUAL NEEDS OF OUR HOLLIES 

LEARNERS. CLASS TEAMS CAREFULLY CONSIDER THE 

LAYOUT OF THE CLASSROOM IN ORDER TO CREATE AN 

ENVIRONMENT THAT IS OPTIMUM TO SUPPORTING THE 

NEEDS OF A LEARNER WITH AUTISM. 

 



 

Skills are mapped on to school areas to ensure that learners get the best learning 

experiences from all aspects of provision… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading 

We take an ‘inclusive approach’ to reading provision which ensures 

that all learners are supported with pre-reading and reading skills 

regardless of their verbal ability.  This means that children who are 

minimally verbal are given the same opportunities to learn to read as 

those who are verbal. Reading support includes, but is not exclusive 

to: 

• Skills for Early Reading Programme 

• Jollyphonics 

• Reading schemes: Pops and Oxford Reading Tree 

• Strategies specific to developing reading and reading 

comprehension skills for learners who have autism and ALN 

 

  

 

Language Literacy and Communication 

 

 



Writing 

Strategies to support writing skills include lots of support for pre-

writing skills to help our learners develop the skills and motivation 

they will need to develop more formal writing skills.  Strategies to 

support writing include, but are not exclusive to: 

• Write dance 

• Pegs to Paper 

• Dough Disco 

• Handwriting Motorway 

• Strategies specific to developing writing skills for learners who 

have autism and ALN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication 

We use a range of ‘learner-led’ techniques to support communication 

skills across the curriculum.  Strategies to support communication 

skills include, but are not exclusive to: 

• Picture Exchange Communication Systems (PECS) 

• Makaton (sign language) 

• Use of ICT (iPads for e.g.) to support AAC (alternative 

augmentative communication) skills 

 

 

 



Maths and Numeracy 

We use a range of strategies to support pre-numeracy, numeracy 

skills and mathematical concepts.  Strategies to support our learners 

include, but are not exclusive to: 

• Sensory M&N (maths and numeracy) 

• Pre-numeracy and early skills framework 

• Experiential M&N 

• Maths boxes 

• Digital maths 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Digital Competence  

The digital competence Framework Wales is incorporated into our 

Hollies curriculum to ensure that learners develop the skills needed 

for digital competence and the ability to use ICT to access other 

areas of the curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Areas of Learning Experience (AOLEs) 

There are 6 areas of learning and experience (New Curriculum for 

Wales) which are incorporated into our Hollies curriculum.  These 

are: 

• Language Literacy and Communication 

• Maths and Numeracy 

• Health and Well-Being 

• Humanities 

• Expressive Arts 

• Science and Technology 

Cross-cutting themes which form part of the New Curriculum for 

Wales are: 

• RSE 

• UNCRC (United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child) 

• Diversity 

• Careers and work-Related experiences 

• Local, national and international contexts 

The four purposes for learning are: 

All our children and young people will be: 

• Ambitious, capable learners… 

• Healthy, confident individuals… 

• Ethical, informed citizens… 

• Enterprising, creative contributors… 

Information relating to the New Curriculum for Wales can be 

found at: https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales 

We take a multi-sensory approach to supporting our learners, 

delivering AOLE’s in ways that are personalised to the individual 

needs of all our learners: 

 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment strategies  

• Cross-curricular skills tracking: literacy, numeracy, digital competence 

• Foundation Phase Profile: personal and social development, well-being and 

cultural diversity, language, literacy and communication, mathematical development, 

physical development 

• New Salford Reading Test/Skills for Early Reading 

• IEP target tracking: supporting personalised learning 

• SCERTS: social communication, emotional regulation and transactional support 

 

Assessment  

 

WE USE A RANGE OF APPROACHES TO PLANNING FOR PROGRESSION. THE PURPOSE OF 

ASSESSMENT WITHIN CURRICULUM FOR WALES IS TO SUPPORT THE PROGRESSION OF 

EACH INDIVIDUAL LEARNER ALONG THE 3-16 CONTINUUM OF LEARNING.  ASSESSMENT 

ARRANGEMENTS ARE INTRINSIC AND FUNDAMENTAL TO CURRICULUM DESIGN, 

HELPING PRACTITIONERS AND LEARNERS TO IDENTIFY PROGRESS MADE, IDENTIFY THE 

NEXT STEPS NEEDED IN PROGRESSION AND THE TEACHING AND LEARNING NEEDED TO 

SUPPORT EACH INDIVIDUAL LEARNER IN MOVING TO THE NEXT STEPS.  TO ENSURE A 

CONSISTENT AND COHESIVE APPROACH, OUR ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES HAVE BEEN 

DESIGNED ALONGSIDE OUR CURRICULUM. ASSESSMENT IS INTRINSIC TO CURRICULUM 

DESIGN AND AN INDISTINGUISHABLE PART OF TEACHING AND LEARNING. 



Assessment for Learning (AFL) 

We use AFL strategies to engage our learners in the learning 

process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘High Five’ 

is the whole-school strategy we use to 

communicate and celebrate achievement. 

 

 ‘Next Steps 

Learners and staff engage in identifying 

next steps for learning. 

 

 

Children are involved in reflecting on their own learning 

through the creation of learning journeys which help us 

to know the ‘distance travelled’ for every individual 

learner. 



Teacher’s Planning 

All assessment strategies help teachers to plan personalised learning 

for all learners. 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge - All the things we learn about 

Skills - The things we are learning to do 

Experiences – How we will do it 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Families as Partners in Learning 

We use ‘Class Dojo’ to provide lots of opportunities for blended 

learning and involve our families in their children’s learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  



Listening to Our Learners 

We use a range of strategies to support ‘pupil voice’, enabling our 

learners and their families to be involved in the design and 

implementation of our curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  



 

Occupational Therapists 

Occupational Therapists look at the way children engage and become 

more independent in daily activities, which we call occupations. These 

occupations include activities at home, such as dressing, eating and 

keeping clean; activities in school and leisure activities such as 

playing at home with toys.  

 

We help you think about how to offer the activities in a way which 

helps your child to be successful, building their confidence to keep 

trying and helping them grow and develop. As all children are 

different, we help you to think about what success looks like for 

your child so we can celebrate the milestones along the way.  

Together we can remove barriers to occupation by focusing on you 

and your child’s strength to make positive change.  

 

What happens when you make a Request for Assistance? 

If your child is not known to Occupational Therapy, you can make a 

call to the Paediatric Occupational Therapy administration team and 

they will take the details of your concern. Depending on the nature 

of your concern different things may happen, for example: 

 

 



• You may be offered an initial telephone consultation with an 

Occupational Therapist to explore your child’s occupational 

profile and any underlying sensory, motor and wellbeing issues 

which are impacting on the child’s occupational progress 

• You will be sent a link to online training workshops which we 

have developed to help you consider your child’s occupational 

skills and underlying sensory/motor needs 

• Your child may then be allocated to an Occupational Therapist 

to further set goals with regards to their occupational skills, 

after which discharge from the service may be discussed 

• We may signpost you to another service or resources to help 

you manage your concern without the need to see an 

Occupational Therapist 

• We work closely with other professionals involved with your 

child. 

 

Please call the Occupational Therapy administration team on  

02921 836910 if you wish to access the  

Request for Assistance process for your child. 

 

 

 

 

 



Speech and Language Therapists 

At The Hollies the speech and language therapy team work with 

those who spend most time with the children to ensure strategies 

are in place for the ongoing development of their communication so 

that children can communicate functionally within the environment. 

We work at school level with Educational staff and a range a Health 

staff as well as liaising with parents. 

In line with the Royal College of Speech and Language Therapy 

(RCSLT) clinical guidance for supporting children with Autism 

Spectrum Disorder the speech and language therapy team work 

through:  

• Liaising with parents through face to face appointments, video or 

phone consultations.  

• Target setting jointly with parents and teachers. 

• Sessions/advice/support to implement targets to enhance 

communication.  

• Training– whole school training, specific class training and parent 

workshops.  

• Liaising with other health professionals, education staff or other 

agencies involved with the child. 

• Monitoring and reviewing pupils’ communication via observation, 

assessment and discussion.  

• Report writing– statement reports, annual review reports, feeding 

plans and communication plans.  

• Updating those working directly with the child.  



Psychology 

Clinical Psychologists that work in the Community Family Psychology 

Team also support children at The Hollies. They lead the Positive 

Behaviour Support (PBS) which is an approach for developing an 

understanding of behaviours that challenge, and then using this 

understanding to provide a system of support for the child and 

family. They work closely with the schools to gather information 

about children and also to help teaching staff with some 

interventions when needed. They run groups for parents also that 

provide support around behaviours that challenge. Referrals to the 

service typically come from other professionals in health, education 

and the local authority. 

Educational psychologists work within the local authority, in 

partnership with families and schools.  They use their training in 

psychology to provide advice and support, and will recommend 

methods and strategies, in partnership with school, to help children 

navigate barriers to learning. 

 

 

 

 

 



Cardiff Family Advice and Support 

Cardiff Family Advice and Support offers a range of information, 

advice and assistance for children, young people and their families in 

Cardiff. The team can provide information and advice on: 

• Family life 

• Child behaviour 

• Childcare 

• Parental support 

• School attendance 

• Employment, money and housing 

• Information and signposting to other services 

They can be contacted on 03000 133133 or you can visit their website 

at: https://www.cardifffamilies.co.uk/ 

 

School 

If you believe that your child, or your family, would benefit from 

additional support from another agency, school is always happy to 

direct you to a service, or assist you with any referral processes. 

Please contact us on 02920 734411 for an informal chat with the 

Deputy Headteacher about any services that may be available. 
 

 

Learn to Flourish 


